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SURVEY AND COMMENT. 
The Glasgow Society for Psychical Research. 


A new Society for Psychical Research has been organized in 
Glasgow, Scotland, and Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, former Prime 
Minister, has accepted the presidency and the following persons 
are Vice-Presidents: 

Professor W. MacNeile Dixon, Professor George Beilby, Dr. 
A. K. Chalmers, The Duchess of Hamilton, Miss Janie Allan, 
Mr. J. Arthur Findlay, Mr. Peter Fyfe, Professor Robert Latta, 
Rev. Dr. John Lamond, Dr. Neil Munro, Dr. L. R. Oswald, Lord 
Sands, Professor W. B. Stevenson, Dr. Henry J. Watt. Chair- 
man of Council, Professor W. MacNeile Dixon. Vice Chairman, 
Mr. J. Arthur Findlay. Hon. Librarian, Dr. James Knight. 
Hon. Secretary, Miss Margaret H. Irwin, 58 Renfield Street, 
Glasgow. 

The objects of the Glasgow Society are thus stated: 


To conduct, under test conditions, direct investigations into 
the various classes of psychic phenomena, the results of which 
may be published and sent to members of the Society, for the 
reading of papers and for discussion. 

To hold from time to time public meetings which shall be ad- 
dressed by eminent authorities. 
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To direct attention to the more important and trustworthy 
works published on the subject ;,and 

To direct interest towards and to spread throughout the com- 
munity a scientific knowledge of psychic matters. 


An Introduction. 


We take pleasure in announcing an addition to the official 
staff of the American Society for Psychical Research in the 
person of Mr. E. J. Dingwall, late of London. Mr. Dingwall 
received the degree of Master of Arts from Cambridge Univer- 
sity, and in addition to his general scholarship has taken an 
interest in psychical research upwards of ten years. He has 
special qualifications for undertaking his assigned work as in- 
vestigator of physical phenomena. 


The Subliminal. 


All of us are constantly appealing to the subliminal or sub- 
conscious either to explain certain phenomena or to limit the 
evidence for other and rival explanations. There is always a 
liability of confusion in this, owing to a double significance in 
the appeal. When the explanation of any given fact is sought 
which has at least a superficial appearance of being supernormal 
or even spiritistic, we discredit the latter explanation by referr- 
ing the facts to the subconscious. In doing this, however, we are 
not always careful to indicate just what we are doing. If the 
facts are such that the subconscious possesses the knowledge of 
them by virtue of previous normal knowledge, the appeal to the 
subconscious is always defensible. But we are not always care- 
ful to distinguish between the appeal to it as merely limiting the 
evidence of the supernormal and the appeal to it as indicating 
the origin of the facts. In one of its meanings the “ subcon- 
scious’ denotes the contents of normally acquired information 
but lying dormant, so to speak, in the memory of the subject. 
In the other we refer to the function of the mind lying below the 
threshold of normal consciousness. If we explain a set of facts 
by the functional action of the subconscious we think of their 
origin there, as if the mind could produce things without the in- 
stigation of stimulus. But if we explain it only by referring to 
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the contents we leave the way open to suppose the possibility of 
foreign stimulus while we assume that the contents have a 
domestic source. It is the fluctuation between one and the other 
of these conceptions that gives so much trouble. There can be 
no doubt that all supernormal comes through the subconscious- 
ness whether it originates there or from the outside. It is also 
certain that the contents of normal experience also represents the 
contents of the subconscious and is not evidence of foreign in- 
fluence. When we explain by the subliminal, therefore, we must 
be careful to distinguish between the use of it as a function for 
expressing foreign and domestic contents equally and the use 
of it merely to denote the contents of normally acquired 
knowledge. 

Many of the facts on record in the field of psychic research 
are referred to the subliminal as if it fabricated them or had 
wonderful capacities for invention a priori, when it is possible, 
and perhaps most psychologists would regard it as probable, that 
some sort of stimulus is always necessary to get anything out of 
the mind. It may be only a question as to whether this stimulus 
is intra-organic or extra-organic. The admission of the intra- 
organic stimulus is easy and common and also the extra-organic, 
provided it is not superphysical. But grant the existence of 
telepathy at all, and an extra-organic stimulus of the nature of 
mind may be a possibility in many cases. It will be only a ques- 
tion of evidence. ‘Then comes the fact that the contents of a 
mental state may not always be represented by the stimulus, 
whether intra-organic or extra-organic. That once accepted, the 
way is open to the view that all phenomena demanding attention 
by the psychic researcher have their stimulus and the appeal to the 
subconscious for explanation will be limited to its use for deter- 
mining the nature of the contents observed and will not exclude 
foreign stimulus as the originator, exciting cause, of the events 
without being the transmitter of them. Hence we have not 
always disposed of all of the problems by talking about the 
subliminal, even tho it does qualify the explanatory range of other 
hypotheses. 

Let me illustrate. If I get a name from an alleged com- 
municator, a name that the psychic knows, I explain it by the 
subliminal. I may not be certain that it is this, but 1 certainly 
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do not need to go beyond this to explain the fact. But was the 
subconscious originating this without any foreign stimulus? We 
too frequently have the conception that it does so originate it. 
But suppose I get the name through another psychic that does 
not know it. I certainly do not explain it by the subconscious 
there, if there is evidence that it is not due to chance or guessing. 
3ut suppose in addition to this last fact I get the statement 
through psychic B, who did not know the facts, that the same 
name had been given through psychic A who knew the facts. 
Then in spite of the normal knowledge of A about the name it 
becomes most probable that it was supernormal and that it should 
have the same explanation as the statement through B. Foreign 
stimulus is admitted as a part of a result which, by itself, was not 
evidential of the supernormal. The subconscious was not the 
originator. 

Expand the illustration a little. Suppose that a name comes 
in the trance of A that is not known normally and then the 
subliminal mentions the same name in connection with an inci- 
dent in which both name and incident are known to the psychic, 
we have good evidence that the stimulus to this came from the 
outside. I have known this to occur more than once. That is, 
contents wholly subconscious in origin may be called into mind 
by a stimulus wholly foreign and supernormal. The consequence 
of all this is that explanation by appeals to the subliminal may 
not always be the simple thing assumed so often. If we never 
wholly escape the possibility of foreign stimulus, we have to 
admit that to the explanation as well as that which accounts for 
the contents of the message. 3, ee A. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS OF AN OLD 
QUESTIONNAIRE. 


The American Society for Psychical Research, before its re- 
organization in 1907 by Dr. Hyslop, at one time and another sent 
out several questionnaires. From lack of sufficient clerical as- 
sistance, or some other reason, the returns on one of these, the 
questionnaire on Dreams and Hallucinations, issued in 1887, was 
never tabulated and summarized. This task has now been under- 
taken, with at least two objects in view: (1) to ascertain what 
general facts and significant data can, by intensive study, be 
rescued from these filled-in blanks after the lapse of thirty years, 
and (2) from what can and cannot be learned by inspection of 
the returns to judge what new precautions and stipulations should 
be embraced in a similar questionnaire to be sent out at a con- 
venient time in the future. 

The call of October, 1887, dealing with defined types of 
Spontaneous phenomena, was issued by the Committee on E-rperi- 
mental Psychology." When this committee reported in 1889? it 
had somehow become transformed to the Committee on Phan- 
tasms and Presentiments, in order, probably, to suit its selected 
subject-matter. The metamorphosis is shrouded in mystery only 
because a committee appointed by the Council made no report 
of its proceedings to the Annual Meeting, an abstract of whose 
business was printed in the Proceedings. Even the member- 
ship of this committee, with one exception, is as involved in 
obscurity as are the tailors of Rameses II, and will so remain 
unless some enlightening document is exhumed. But when the 
report was rendered, Professor Josiah Royce was presumably the 
chairman, at any rate he wrote and signed it. 

The Committee thus announced its plan, at the beginning of 
its circular. 


“The American Society for Psychical Research is collecting ac- 


1 See Proc. Amer. Soc. Psych. Res., Vol. I, No. 3, p. 270. 
2 See Proc. Amer. Soc. Psych. Res., Vol. I, No. 4, p. 350. 
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counts of cases where one person has had some remarkable ex- 
perience, such as an exceptionally vivid and disturbing dream, or a 
strong waking impression amounting to a distinct hallucination, 
concerning another person at a distance, who was, at the time, pass- 
ing through some crisis, such as death, or illness, or some other 
calamity. It appears that coincidences of this sort have occurred, 
but it may be alleged that they are due to mere chance. For the 
determination of this it is desirable to ascertain the proportion be- 
tween (a) the number of persons in the community who have not 
had any such experiences at all; (>) the number of persons who have 
had such experiences coinciding with real events; (c) the number 
of persons who have had experiences: which, though similar to the 
foregoing in other respects, did not coincide with real events. 

We therefore beg any reader_of this circular in the course of the 
rext six months to repeat the following questions, verbatim, to as 
many trustworthy persons -as. possible, from whom he does not 
know which answer to expect, and who have not already been in- 
terrogated by someone else, and to communicate the results. The 
questions are so framed as to require no answer but yes or no, which 
should be written in one of the blank squares below each question. 
We draw special attention to the fact that the object of our enquiry 
would be defeated if replies were received only from persons who 
have had remarkable experiences of the kind referred to (whether 
with real events or not) ; and there should be no selection whatever 
ef persons who have had such experiences. In cases of negative 
answers only, it will be sufficient if the collector will send (not for 
publication) his own name and address on the circular with the re- 
plies which he has received.” 


The circular went on to ask the names of persons who should 
answer yes, whether or not a coincidence was involved, and sub- 
sequently endeavored to obtain particulars from these, by corres- 
pondence. Each blank was capable of recording the mere yes or 
no of fifty persons. 

Discarding four reports as meaningless or fatally defective 
for the purposes of the inquiry, we find 106 collectors of the 
replies Of about 1,980 persons. Six collectors circulated two 
blanks each. To test the intelligent interest taken in this par- 
ticular enterprise in psychical research, and the intelligent exe- 
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cution of it, we may note the names and standing of some of the 
collectors. 

First, Dr. Hodgson himself collected replies from 100 per- 
sons. Representing physical science were Simon Newcomb, the 
renowned mathematician and astronomer; Wilder D. Bancroft, 
then a post graduate in Harvard, afterwards professor of physical 
chemistry in Cornell and editor of the “ Journal of Physical 
Chemistry ”; W. H. Pickering, astronomer, professor in Harvard 
Observatory, author; S. H. Scudder, naturalist, then paleontolo- 
gist for the U. S. Survey, after occupant of many positions, 
author; Theodore W. Richards, then graduate student in Har- 
vard, afterward professor of chemistry in the same institution, 
reviser of atomic weights of many elements, investigator and 
author of international reputation; Professor W.'O. Crosby of 
the Society of Natural History, Boston; Harlam H. Ballard, 
founder of the Agassiz Association with more than 1,000 
branches, author of nature books, translation of the A«neid, etc. 
Among physicians and teachers of medical science we find Henry 
P. Bowditch, long professor of physiology and Dean of Harvard 
Medical dagroaee author; Samuel T. Armstrong, Ph. D., then in 
the U. S. Marine Hospital service, later a physician, ' especially 
wren in relation to hygiene and sanitation; Charles A. Olive, 
noted ophthalmologist, then a hospital surgeon, since author 
and editor of standard books on the subject ; William R. Dtinham, 
doctor, author, inventor of astronomical apparatus; M. L. Hol- 
brook, long well-known as a medical writer and editor; Clifford 
Mitchell, then a physician, afterwards professor of chemistry, 
etc., at Hahnemann Medical College, editor, author of'a number 
of books; Sanger Brown, then a physician, afterwards professor 
of neurology in Post Graduate Medical School, Chicago, '‘pro- 
fessor of medical jurisprudence and hygiene’in i Rush Medical 
College, professor of clinical neurology in College of ‘Physicians 
and Surgeons, University of Illinois, discoverer of the centre of: 
vision in monkeys, author; Dr. Nereus Mendenhall; Dr. G. W. 
Topping, Philosophers and psychologists furnished’ William 
James, generally regarded as the leader of his generation, whose 
bare name is sufficient; G. T. W. Patrick, Ph.D., then and long 
to be professor of philosophy in the University of Iowa, author 
of ‘The Psychology of Laughter,” etc.; Harlow S. Gale, then 
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graduate student at Yale, afterwards instructor in psychology in 
the University of Minnesota, author. Of lawyers we note 
Charles Warren, then a student of Harvard, afterwards private 
secretary and law partner of Gov. Russell of Massachusetts, 
finally head of the firm, writer of magazine stories; Prescott F. 
Hall, then in Harvard, now a prominent lawyer in Boston, author 
of legal treatises; Judge W. D. Harden of Savannah, Georgia; 
Frederick G. Bromberg, a prominent lawyer of Mobile, Alabama, 
who graduated. from Harvard in 1858 and was in Congress 
1873-5. Clergymen embrace at least Rev. Charles Van Norden, 
LL.D., at one time president of Elmira College in New York, 
author of several books; Rev. Eliza Tupper Wilkes, a very active 
and prominent Unitarian minister; and Rev. W. C. Bradshaw of 
Canada. We also see the names of L. T. Ames, afterward Mrs. 
L. T. Ames Mead, lecturer and writer especially upon the theme 
of international peace; William E. Hoyt, then Chief Engineer 
of the B. R. and P. R. R., afterwards Assistant Engineer of the 
New York Central R. R.; Francis Blake, for many years on the 
U. S. Survey, inventor of the Blake Transmitter which has played 
an important part in telephony in the world, etc.; Ferdinand 
Dewey, a Boston musician and composer; Francis Almy, A. M., 
graduate of Harvard magna cum laude, afterwards holder of a 
number of responsible business positions. 

Mrs. John F. Brown, the wife of a manufacturer of Fitch- 
burg, Mass., represents another worthy class, and, as we shall 
see, very ably represents it, since she sent in the most mathe- 
matically exact and explicit report of all. There were also sev- 
eral additional university students among the collectors. 

The above represents about the range of the knowledge of 
the present writer in regard to the 106 names. There are doubt- 
less others of persons who were prominent in their time. The 
maiden names of ladies are not easy to recognize under the after 
guise of “ Mrs.”, followed by a masculine name, even though 
they earned repute as artists, writers, etc. The indications are 
that practically all the canvassers were persons of culture. Prob- 
ably, with the exception of the few who did the work voluntarily, 
all were sought out and selected with view to their ability and 
trustworthiness. 


Turning now to the questions in the blank, we find that there 
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are eight. The four regarding dreams differ from each other 
only as to the period of time which they cover. The four re- 
garding hallucinations differ only in the same particular. Let 
it be noted, that “ yes’ in answer to any of them does not neces- 
sarily imply any coincidence in events with the dream or hallu- 
cinatory impression. The questions are indicated below, together 
with a summary of the replies to each. 


Query I. Have you, within the past year, when in good 
health, had a dream of the death of some person known to you 
(about whom you were not anxious at the time), which dream 
you marked as an exceptionally vivid one, and of which the dis- 


tressing impression lasted for at least as long as an hour after 
you rose in the morning? 


Replies: 129 yes; 1877 no. 


Query II. Have you within the past three years but not 
within the past year, etc. (as in Query I). 


Replies: 109 yes; 1882 no. 
Query III. Have you, within the past twelve years but not 
within the past three years, etc. (as in Query I). 
Replies : 109 yes; 1879 no. 
Query IV. Have you, at any time during your life but not 
within the past twelve years, etc. (as in Query I). 
Replies: 102 yes; 1882 no. 


Altogether we find out of a total of 7969 replies to the ques- 
tions relating to dreams, Replies: 449 yes; 7520 no. 


Query V. Have you, within the past year, when in good 
health, and completely awake, had a distinct tmpression of see- 
ing or being touched by a human being, or of hearing a voice or 


sound which suggested a human presence, when no one was 
there? ; 


Replies: 123 yes; 1833 no. 


Query VI. Have you, within the past three years but not 
within the past year, etc. (as in Query V). 


Replies: 106 yes; 1845 no. 
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Query VII. Have you, within the past twelve years but not 
within the past three years, etc. (as in Query V ). 


Replies: 104 yes; 1846 no. 


Query VIII. Have you, at any time during your life but not 
within the past twelve years, etc. (as in Query V ). 


Replies: 105 yes; 1849 no. 


Altogether we find out of a total of 7811 replies to the ques- 
tions relating to hallucinations—Replies: 438 yes; 7373 no. 

The total of answers to both sets of queries, the four sets 
relating to dreams and the four relating to hallucinations, are 
15,780, and out of these Replies: 887 yes; 14,893 no. 


What the Committee regarded as most important to determine 
by means of the questionnaire, that is to say: 


“the proportion between (a) the number of persons in the 
community who have not had any such’ experiences at all; (b) 
the number of persons who have had such experiences coinciding 
with real events; (c) the number of persons who have had ex- 
periences which, though similar to the foregoing in other re- 
spects, did not coincide with real events.”’ 


cannot now in any degree be forwarded by the returns. Since 
affirmative replies are merely to the fact of having had dreams or 
hallucinations, without regard to the question whether, in each 
case, there was any correspondence with an outer event, the lat- 
ter fact had to be determined by subsequent correspondence. 
From such replies as were received from the subsequent special 
letters of inquiry (probably half were unanswered) it would 
have been possible to have determined the proportion at which 
the Committee aimed, so far as a census so limited could establish 
it. But it was not done, and in the meantime the English Society, 
of which the American Society was a branch, on the dissolution 
of the latter culled what it wished of the papers which had ac- 
cumulated up to the time of Dr. Hodgson’s death, other papers 
have certainly become mingled with the file of replies, and it is 
altogether hopeless to do it now. 

3ut I, for one, doubt if much has been lost. In the first 
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place, I doubt much if many persons can be sure that in a life- 
time they have not had a dream to the effect that some particular 
person was dead, or to a certainty how many such dreams they 
have had. Nor is there anything mysterious nor attention arrest- 
ing about the mere fact of such a dream, even though it is 

vivid.” We dream about all sorts of things, and many persons 
have vivid dreams about various matters. I would be willing in 
the case of every person who thinks he has had no non-coincident 
dream, as defined by the queries, to set him down as having had 
four, and in the case of every person who remembers one or more 
non-coincident dreams so defined, to multiply his remembered 
number by two, three or even four, and then try out the issue 
between the remembered coincident dreams of the deaths of par- 
ticular persons, and the non-coincident ones, so estimated or over- 
estimated, providing that the emphasis’ of the comparison be 
placed where it belongs. The emphasis belongs, not on the par- 
ticular proportion existing between the number of persons in 
the community having to-a-degree coincident dreams and those 
having utterly non- -coincident ones, nor upon the’ exact proportion 
between the to-a-degree coincident dreams and the non- coincident 
ones in a given person’s experience. It should be placed upon 
the closeness, number and complexity of the coinciding factors 
in the veridical dreams, and the possibilities of chance be tried out 
on the basis of comparison with his own non-coincident dreams 
and any other basis which may be practicable. For example, if 
Mr. X. dreamed that he saw his Uncle Joseph Brown sitting in a 
basement room drinking out of a glass, that a tall, thin, dark man 
crept up behind him and stabbed him in the back, after which he 
robbed him of his pocket-book and buried the body beneath the 
floor, while a large fat, light woman burned some of the clothing 
in the stove, and all this literally ‘took place a hundred miles 
away Within an hour of the dream, the. numerous and close coin- 
cidences could happen by the one chance (if by chance at all) in 
many millions, although Mr. X. had previously had a dozen non- 
coincident dreams of death. 

Another factor should be taken into consideration, and that is 
whether the coincident dreams of a given person have or do not 
have a peculiar vividness or sense of reality or convincing quality 
of one sort or another, as compared with his own non- -coincident 
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dreams. It is of little account to compare one person’s dreams 
with those of another, with respect to this quality, as the circular 
implies an intention of doing. Intensities of consciousness in 
different persons cannot be compared with any exactitude. 
Should one person, whose dreams are of low, average, emotional 
quality, have one somewhat higher in the scale, he might describe 
it as “vivid” though it fell far below the experience which 
gripped the sleeping consciousness of another. It is comparison 
of coincident and non-coincident dreams of the same person, as 
to their respective vividness or emotional quality, which may 
possibly yield results, if carried out in a large number of cases. 
There is this much to start upon, that some individuals, who have 
had remarkable veridical dreams, as well as dreams which did 
not correspond to external events, have noted a difference of 
quality to a marked degree, if their testimony can be trusted. 

Though now impossible, owing to the mixing and scattering 
of letters based upon and subsequent to the questionnaire, to 
make such a comparison as is above indicated, it is certain that 
there was an impressive amount and quality of coincidental ma- 
terial alongside of the non-coincidental. The most of the 76 
incidents printed by the Committee on Phantasms and Presenti- 
ments (See Note 2), belong to this lot, and represent the cream 
of the collection. Other results will soon find brief presentation 
in the Journal, some of it little inferior in quality to that which 
the Committee selected. Altogether, there were problematic cases 
enough, both in number and in proportion, strongly to arrest the 
attention, and to make it highly desirable that another question- 
naire, on similar though corrected lines, should be issued, and 
returns received affecting at least five thousand persons. 

To the present writer, the most surprising thing about the 
returns to the queries of 1887 is that nearly as many affirmative 
replies were received to the questions whether, during specified 
periods of life, ‘“‘ when in good health, and completely awake,” 
there had been experiences, “a distinct impression of seeing or 
being touched by a human being, or of hearing a voice or sound 
which suggested a human presence, when no one was there ”’ as 
to the questions whether, during the same periods, there had been 
death-dreams of a certain defined and limited character. The 
figures are, respectively, 438 and 449. This does not mean that 
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438 persons had experienced the particular types of hallucina- 
tions, since some had experienced them at different periods and 
were therefore represented more than once on the blank. But 
on the basis of 13 returns which are more full and precise than 
the Committee required, one would judge that about 244 persons 
out of the 1,980 had experienced, “ when in good health, and 
completely awake,” “‘a distinct impression of seeing or being 
touched by a human being, or of hearing a voice or sound which 
suggested a human presence, when no one was there.” This 
would be about 1 person out of 8. A close estimate based upon 
60 out of the 112 blanks indicates a slightly smaller ratio, nearer 
1 in 9. But since a number of the blanks report very few cases, 
and the percentage averages considerably higher in these than 
in the 13 blanks which reported each its full quota of 50 persons, 
it seems likely that in some of the smaller returns there was unin- 
tended or at least guileless picking of cases, contrary to the in- 
structions of the Committee, and that the true general ratio was 
lower than 1 in 9. We must not be sure that the “ picking ’”’ is 
all on one side, for a collector might consider himself in duty 
bound to steer away from persons antecedently known to him 
to have experienced hallucinations, which, as such cases would 
more likely have been known to him than the other class of cases, 
were manifestly unfair. In fact, one collector blankly remarked 
in a letter that he did elicit one affirmative reply, but did not 
think it of enough “ value” to enter in the blank. Nor can it be 
assumed that high percentages of the sort of cases in reports 
necessarily indicate that the collectors were careless or biassed 
in favor of the supernormal. Had the report, which out of a 
total of 36 persons shows 1 in 3 to have had hallucinations, been 
rendered by one John Doe, we might have fancied him as care- 
less or culpable as we pleased, but it happens that he was Theo- 
dore W. Richards, the graduate student of Harvard, destined to 
become one of the greatest of American chemists. He was to 
calculate the atomic weights of the elements; it is probable that 
he could even then accurately go through the simple process of 
filling out the Committee’s blank. His percentage is surprising, 
but I see no way of avoiding the conclusion that he actually found 
it in whatever quarter of human society he addressed his in- 
quiries to. Fifty per cent is certainly unusual, but the man who 
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reported it out of ten cases was W. H. Pickering, astronomer and 
professor in Harvard. It happened that three of the persons 
whom he interviewed were sisters, and three others were ap- 
parently mother and daughters. Hallucinations and the like 
sometimes run in families. One out of five was the percentage 
reported by Simon Newcomb, out of a total of ten, and he was 
one of the ablest mathematicians living, destined possessor of 
sixteen doctorates of the several brands, and of honors from the 
leading royal and scientific societies of the world. William 
James found a formerly hallucinated person out of every 5 among 
the 50 whom he interviewed, and they do say that he was fairly 
competent. In fact, so far as this set of returns shows, the more 
accurate and critical collectors seem to have ferreted out a larger 
proportion of experiences than others. And it is easily conceiv- 
able that a perfunctory and unsympathetic inquirer might elicit 
perfunctory and evasive replies, which would understate the facts. 

Still all things considered, I am inclined to think that 1 in 12 
would be.a conservatively safe estimate of the proportion be- 
tween those who had, and those who had not, experienced hal- 
lucinations of the defined types, among the whole mass of 1,980 
persons.. Let it be observed that they must have been in good 
health,. fully awake, and subjects of a hallucination which sug- 
gested a human presence, in order to be counted. No hallucina- 
tions of places or things, merely, could apply. Even a ratio of 
1 in.12 for this class of cases, to say nothing of death dreams,. and 
other kindred experiences, sharpens one’s wish that another, 
larger and more detailed census might be taken. 

Sometimes the same collector had very different results in 
one blank than in another. Out of one set of 400 replies from 
50 persons, Dr. Hodgson had 30 affirmatives; but in another set 
of the same number of replies he had only 1 affirmative. Harlow 
5. Gale, canvassing among Yale students, out of groups numer- 
ically identical with the foregoing, registered respectively 25 and 
10.affirmatives. Prof. W. O. Crosby, out of 393 answers, re- 
corded 18 affirmatives; but later out of 400 answers the affirma- 
tives numbered but 3. These examples show that the nationality, 
ages, intellectual or social status, or other fundamental distin- 
guishing characteristics differentiating a particular group should 
be reported,.or (more likely and ). the census must deal with very 
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large numbers, in order to arrive at ratios which can be at all 
accurately expressed in figures. 

For one thing, in order to arrive at analytic valuations, 
women should be reported separately from men, on account of 
the cerebro-neural and mental differences between the sexes. At 
the very least, the proportion of women to men on a given blank 
should be expressed. This is clearly done on very few of the 
blanks under review. It can be made out that several deal mostly, 
but it is not certain that they deal exclusively, with male college 
students. Dr. S. T. Armstrong, in his two blanks of fifty per- 
sons each, and Mrs. John F. Brown of Fitchburg, in her blank 
cf equal number, are the only collectors who reported explicitly 
how many were women and how many were men. 

Of the 421 who both answered yes and allowed their names 
to be reported, 216 were women and 203 men, but these figures 
are of no import since we are ignorant of the proportions exist- 
ing in the whole number of persons interviewed. 

One of Dr. Armstrong’s groups of fifty consisted entirely of 
sailors. He was thoughtful enough to inform us.of the fact, 
enabling us to make an interesting comparison. It is often sup- 
posed that sailors are particularly given.to omens: by dreams, 
“ seeing things’ and the like. This may be true, but can hardly 
be proved by Dr. Armstrong’s report, which gives only 11 affirm- 
ative replies to all the questions, while Dr. Hodgson’s first group 
of fifty, mostly among the cultured and refined, yielded 30 
affirmatives ; and Gale’s equal group, mostly of. all Yale students, 
rendered 25 of the same. Had we heard that one set. of 284 re- 
plies contained 36 affirmatives, equal to 50 in.a set of 400, and 
that the parties questioned were sailors, we would remark that 
sailors are proverbially superstitious, and all would be accounted 
for, but it happens thaf the afterward distinguished chemist, 
T. W. Richards, gleaned them among college students and in- 
structors, and acquaintances, including four of the name of 
Richards, while the sailor group, as we have seen, yielded only 
a meager 11. Must another cherished tradition go? Not until 
we have a larger mass of statistics, though we very plainly smell 
a rat. ; 

_ Women are supposed to be more subject to “ occult.” experi- 
ences than men, and probably this is the case, though it may 
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prove that part of the supposed disparity is from the fact that 
men are more apt to be ashamed of theirs. Mrs. Brown’s report 
of fifty, all women but seven, shows 20 affirmatives distributed 
among eleven individuals, all women; which is more than the 11 
affirmatives distributed among nine individuals out of the fifty 
sailors, all males; but is less than the 25 affirmatives distributed 
among fifteen individuals out of the fifty Yale students, pre- 
sumably all males. But groups of thousands, rather than fifties, 
are needed for comparison. 

Two reports of fifty cases each stand preéminent in the whole 
list for furnishing particulars supererogatory in relation to the 
terms of the circular. That of Professor William James is char- 
acteristically rich in its analytical summary, which we quote: 


“ Summary: 50 persons recorded, of whom 7 had hallucinations, 
1 an illusion. The hallucination was strong in 3 cases (Nos. 5, 15, 
17) weak in 4 (Nos. 1, 10, 13, 16). In every case but one (No. 16) 
it was visual. In two cases (Nos. 5, 16) it occurred more than once. 
Eight had dreams of which 1 (No. 3) seems veridical of death, 


1 (No. 7) prophetic of something else than death, and 1 (No. 8) 
telepathic. The others insignificant.” 


Mrs. Brown’s report excels all others in its clerkly qualities. 
There is absolutely no chance for any dubiety in respect to a 
single entry, and this cannot be said of any other fully filled 
blank. Every little yes or no, in its tiny square, is perfectly 
legible, and by a simple marginal device that no one else thought 
of can instantly be referred to the name of the person who 
uttered it, listed on a supplementary page. That list shows who 
are women and who men, and at a glance just what persons had 
experiences and how many to a person. Even William James 
entered a yes referring to a dream of much interest but which 
was not a dream of death, and one referring to a hallucination of 
seeing the devil, though that personage is not usually considered 
a “ human being.” Mrs. Brown’s flawless accuracy encourages 
us, as we contemplate the prospect of a new questionnaire, to be- 
lieve that our “ handicapped ” collectors may turn in trustworthy 


reports, even though they are not all culled from the rolls of 
fame. 
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It is interesting to glance through the list of names of per- 
sons who reported affirmatively, but it would be a breach of faith 
to reproduce it even now, though not a few released the Com- 
mittee from its pledge, in subsequent letters. The whole list 
would be illuminating both to such as think that hallucinations 
and alleged coincidental death dreams are characteristic of serv- 
ant girls and Jack Tars, and to such as deem it infra dig. to 
reply to questions. regarding such matters. Among those who 
did not disdain to answer, and to admit the affirmative truth 
regarding themselves, I note the names of Prof. P., an anthro- 
pologist of international fame; Mrs. P., wife of the foregoing; 
Prof. C., curator of a noted scientific collection; Rev. Dr. M., 
a very well-known clergyman and author; Mrs. A., wife of a 
noted poet and novelist; Mr. D., husband of a popular novelist ; 
Mrs. P. who for more than forty years instructed and enter- 
tained women by her pen; Prof. S., one of the leading teachers 
of natural science of his time; Mrs. B., wife of a celebrated actor ; 
Miss A., whose treatise on one subdivision of mineralogy is con- 
sulted in Europe as well as America; Dr. B., a medical instructor 
of Harvard who has written many monographs; Mrs. B., the 
wife of the Dean of a leading medical school; Mr. B., a well- 
known professor of English literature and novelist; Mr. P., after- 
wards a prominent chemist and professor of chemistry ; Rev. Dr. 
\V. N., once a college president, author of several books; Prof. 
W., long instructor of English at Harvard; Dr. W., for many 
years chairman of a State Board of Health, and a distinguished 
physician ; Major W., a noted writer on military subjects; Mr. G., 
afterwards a college instructor in psychology ; Mr. H., afterwards 
a prominent lawyer and writer of legal books; Prof. J., long a 
president and professor in Friends’ schools; and Mrs. B., a 
writer whose experiences were shared by E. K., a woman writer 
better known. Also two other Professors, eight other Doctors, 
and four other clergymen whom we are able to identify as such, 
with doubtless others hidden by their own modesty, and many 
other interesting people whom not to know about is the compiler’s 
loss. But who, reading the above, will fail to answer like a little 
man (or woman) when the next questionnaire comes around? 
This sort of thing must be respectable, since by it one gets into 
such good company. Even Prof. John Fiske had a hallucination 
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(if that is not begging the question) that he saw the devil, and 
wrote Prof. William James a letter describing how auld Clootic 
appeared to him. And a gentleman whose name is expected to 
live at least some thousands of years reported the experiences of 
his wife, his mother-in-law, his cook and his children’s governess. 
A. national authority in one branch of anatomical and medical 
science sent in affirmative replies respecting six persons, of whom 
tour were his wife, his two sisters-in-law, and his medical as- 
sistant. And again, Dr. M. L. Holbrook, among the eleven per- 
sons with affirmative experiences reported by him counted Dr. 
L. G. with a hallucination to his credit ; Dr. J. A. W., with a death 
dream; Dr. L. J. J., with a hallucination; Prof. A. P. L., witha 
hallucination; and the author Mrs. P., already referred to, with 
various dreams and hallucinatory experiences. ‘Tell it in Gath! 
Publish it in the streets of Askelon! After this array of re- 
spectability fear not the Philistines. 

It is to be hoped that the world has progressed enough so that 
there would now be received from collectors fewer mournful 
wails like the following, which came to Dr. Hodgson: 


“In most cases after answering two or three questions the victim 
would ask if I took him for a damned fool, or would inquire what 
bloody idiot got up those questions.” J. H. H., Boston. 

“Men denounce the whole thing as a waste of time, ‘ humbug,’ 
etc.; women are either afraid their names may be printed or that 
they may be written to, or that Satan has something to do with it; 
or, if interested and liberal-minded won’t give themselves the trouble 
to write, or put off and mislay the blanks in the end.” W. J. D., 
Canton, N. Y. 

“The almost universal feeling seems to be that it is unwise to 
attach so much significance to dreams as those questions and an- 
swers might create.” H.C., Louisville, Ky. : 

People who are confident that there is “ nothing in” dreams 
and apparitions, and yet fear that an investigation will increase 
interest in them, are in a curious logical predicament. Suppose 
that there were a widely disseminated notion that gold could be 
extracted from moonbeams if we only knew how, would such 
schemes be promoted by proving to every ignoramus that not 
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an ounce could be obtained in a million years? If there is cer- 
tainly no lion in the den, will it not rather tend to stimulate 
foolish awe for us to shun it so carefully? 

In the old questionnaire the four questions regarding dreams 
are the same, except that each applies to a particular period in a 
lifetime. It would seem that, in the next questionnaire which 
shall be sent out, these might be profitably reduced to one, cov- 
ering the whole lifetime, leaving the particular period of each 
such experience to be determined by the letters which follow 
every affirmative answer anyhow. In addition, I would have a 
question applying to such dreams as the person, at the time or 
afterwards thought announced a death symbolically, or in some 
other manner than by picturing or directly declaring it. For 
there are persons who declare that they have repeatedly had 
dreams of a defined and peculiar type before the deaths of rela- 
tives and close friends. And, in addition to the question sum- 
ming up the four questions of the old circular on hallucinations, 
the particular period to be ascertained as in the case of dreams, 
I would add a question covering supposed omens of death and 
calamity, for these are alleged as confidently if not as numer- 
ously as are presaging dreams and hallucinations. I would leave 
the degree of vividness in a reported dream to be determined by 
subsequent correspondence, for to insert it in the circular is to 
beg the question whether exceptional vividness is an essential 
factor of dreams which are significant in relation to actual deaths 
or calamities. It is very possible that a dream, by its close coin- 
cidences in person, time and various particulars, might force 
itself upon the judgment as significant, although it lacked ex- 
ceptional vividness, and it would be improper to shut out the 
report of such a dream by the very terms of the query put. The 
subsequent correspondence should also determine what the re- 
porter means by “ vividness,” clearness of remembered imagery, 
or emotional intensity or both. 

The last four interrogatories in the old circular, inquiring of 
the respondent whether he has had an impression of seeing or 
being touched by a human being, etc., end with the proviso, 
‘““when no one was there.” This is ambiguous, and should be 
altered to express the intention. As it stands it literally shuts 
out all cases where another bodily person was present, and there- 
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fore bars reports of collective hallucinations. It is not safe to 
presume that everyone will know what you mean when you. 
actually say something else. 

Without the need of complicating the blank with another 
special query, the collector should be instructed, before he says 
“ good day” to the witness, to inquire whether he has had any 
experience not covered by the questions of a nature to interest 
psychical research, and if so to note the nature of such experi- 
ence. The collector should also be instructed at least to set down 
the respective numbers of men and women covered by his report, 
and, if his inquiry was directed to a special class, to define the 
class. There should be a summary of affirmative replies, such 
that it can be told how many and what types of experiences in- 
hered in the same person. Finally, if the collector is to be warned 
that- “there should be no selection whatever” of persons who 
have had “‘ remarkable experiences,’ he should also be warned 
not to avoid such persons. It was formerly assumed that the 
danger lay all on one side, but we are getting to know that there 
is at least as much on the other. The danger of avoidance is the 
greater because “ remarkable experiences”’ are more likely to 
have reached the ears of the collector than negative experiences. 
He should, therefore, take his cases en bloc, as he finds them. 

The object of setting down the above personal opinions as to 
the shaping of a questionnaire at some convenient time in the 


future is that they may haply elicit suggestions from thoughtful 
readers of the Journal. 
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FORTUNE TELLING. 


A Complete Record of Messages Received by the Writer 
from a Clairvoyant with Notes upon the 
Circumstances Described. 


By J. W. Haywarp, M.Sc. 


The messages quoted below appear to have been sufficiently 
clairvoyant and prophetic in their nature to warrant the recording 
and discussion of them in some detail. The clear prophecy to which 
they lead up involved peculiar circumstances that I myself did not 
foresee and which could not have been foreseen in the ordinary way, 
nor guessed at. ; 

At the time I received the messages (7. e. from March to July, 
1918) I was living in lodgings in Toronto and was engaged upon 
the construction and organization of a munition factory. My work 
there was almost complete and I had a good deal of spare time on 
my hands. 

My wife and little boy were living at my country house at St. 
Annes, near Montreal. I used to visit them about once a month. 
The medium never saw either of them. 

Most of my own and my wife’s relations and all. our school 
friends reside in England. 

I was attending the meetings of several mediums, honest and 
otherwise, in an endeavor to get records of clairvoyance. When- 
ever I received a message I wrote down as much as I could remem- 
ber of it the same night, before going to bed. The messages re- 
ceived from this particular medium, Mrs. K, form a complete unit 
by themselves and I have treated them as such with occasional notes 
of contemporaneous séances. 

Mrs. K is an elderly woman in poor circumstances. When I 
knew her she lived in an old four-roomed cottage in a working class 
quarter of Toronto. She was born in Ontario and knows very little 
of the world outside the southern part of that province. She has 
a bright, cheerful‘disposition, in spite of the increasing troubles of 
old age. Her outlook on life is religious and she sincerely believes 
herself constantly surrounded by invisible friends. She is a great 
talker, but she can neither write nor read. 
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She used to hold spiritualist meetings four times a week in her 
one living room. Usually about twenty people were present, of 
whom half would be regular attendants. These were mostly working 
and middle class women. The meetings opened with an invocation 
or prayer from Mrs. K. A dime collection was then taken up, after 
which Mrs. K. started a small gramophone to play, whilst she put 
herself into a clairvoyant condition. 

She did not give her messages in any particular order and did 
not always speak to everyone present. The messages were usually 
recognized and well received. She remembered after the meeting 
what she had said and certainly remembered, from week to week, 
the ideas she connected with each of her visitors. She mentioned 
endless Christian names but rarely a surname. Very few names that 
she mentioned to me personally had any special significance. Most 
of them I could have applied to any one of several friends or 
acquaintances. 

The family names Robert, Joseph, Samuel, Mary, Isabella, Eliza- 
beth and Ellen which I might naturally have expected to hear, she 
never mentioned. 

After this explanation I will give my contemporary records of 
her messages to me, with such comments as I wrote down at the 
time, adding thereto my present comments, and notes on circum- 
stances which have since transpired. 

Where statements are incorrect I have said so. Where I have 
been unable to place a name or circumstance I have left it without 
remark. I have deleted nothing, so the reader may estimate for him- 
self the proper allowance to be made for chance coincidence. 


Meeting March 28th, 1918. 


Mrs. K. “I want to come to you from John. He was a jolly 
fellow like you are sometimes. You feel you are not properly un- 
derstood now. I see a book with you and papers as if you were 
writing something out. Also I see a pen behind your ear. I see a 
sguare thing with keys like a typewriter.'’ Do you use one? 





1 Years ago I wrote two books one of which was published. 

At college, before the days of fountain pens, I used sometimes to put my 
pen behind my ear, but this was hardly a characteristic habit. 

I have a square “Empire” Typewriter. It was in storage in 1918, but I 
have used it since and I am coyping these notes upon it. 
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There are four people looking after you. I hear ‘Ed.’ Do you 
know him?” 

Self. “‘ He comes at other séances. I have not placed him yet, 
but I hope to.” 

Mrs. K. “Is there a LULU or LULA in your surroundings? 
I thought it was LOUIS but someone said LULU. FRED comes 
too. He is not a relation but a friend. 

“You dropped your watch? and broke the glass. The chain 
pulled out of your coat, and you thought ‘I must put this right.’ ” 

Self. “ I nearly lost my watch overboard on a nana once.” 

Mrs. K. “ You lost a charm off your chain.” 

Self.“ There used to be a drop on it, but I lost it tw enty years 
ago.” 

Mrs. K. “ That does not matter. 

“You are thinking of making an investigation about something 
connected with FRED. Go through with it. You usually go 
through with anything you undertake. 

“ Are you thinking of studying this work ?” 

Self. “ Not definitely.” 

Mrs. K. “ Study and investigate all you can. 

“You have been up and down, up and down for the last five 
years; unsettled. Don’t worry. Things will improve. 

“Don’t go into that partnership.” * 





2 An accident like this actually happened in 1910 on the steamer “ATUA” 
between Aukland (New Zealand) and Fiji. I was on deck after dinner and 
my watch fell into the iron waterway along the side of the ship. The glass 
was broken but no other damage was done. I think a Miss Lilian Shaw was 
standing with my wife and myself at the time. 


She had serious lung trouble 
and has probably “crossed the bar” long since. 


3 This is a distinct incident which occurred in 1897. When getting into 
a row boat from a small yacht called the “GRIFFIN,” in Oban harbor, my 
watch chain caught and the drop was pulled off and lost. The chain was a 
twenty-first birthday present from my mother, given to me in 1896. In 1910 
I was wearing the same chain but a different watch. At the meeting I was 
still wearing the chain and the same watch as in 1910, 


4 During April, 1918, it was suggested to me that I should take a con- 
trolling interest in a company organized by some friends at St. Annes. I 
did not do so because the scheme did not appeal to me. For further refer- 
ence to this matter see the meeting of April 9th. 

I might mention in passing that my Father (deceased) was always op- 
posed to business partnerships. 
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Self. “I don’t understand.” 
Mrs. K. “ You will.” 


Meeting April 2nd, 1918. 


Mrs. K. “ You are going to change your business.* Do you 
know someone named CHARLIE?” 

Self. “Is he in uniform?” 

Mrs. K. ‘“ No, I don’t see him in uniform. I see him with a 
leather case of papers under his arm going in and out of a big 
building. You will know him when you meet him. It is in con- 
nection with your changing your business. You will meet Lilian too. 

“When you change your home surroundings it will be better.° 

“ You will not sit long in the small circle that you will join to train 
as a medium.? There is someone there whose conditions are an- 
tagonistic. 

“There is something about a five dollars, a mistake in counting 
change. (This may refer to a little sketch I saw acted at Loew’s 
Theatre a few days before the meeting. ) 

“Do you recognize fifty dollars?* It is someone else’s mistake. 
They will make it alright. 

5T left Toronto and changed my business at the end of July, 1918. I 
know of no “Charlie” or “Lilian” in connection with this change or any 
subsequent one. I was at the time hoping for a change but had nothing 
in view. 

67 had not thought of moving my lodgings at this time but did so on 
April 15th, perhaps on account of this suggestion. 

In this connection another medium Mr. T. said to me on April Ist, “In 
about fifteen days a change will come. I should advise you to leave the 
people you are living with. They are not congenial.” 

On April 5th I advertised for rooms. I got replies on the 6th and 7th. 
On the tenth I engaged a room that I had heard about on the seventh. 

On April 7th a third medium, Mrs. B. said to me, “I see a proposition 
put up to you. You will consider it for three days and will accept it. You 
will do right.” I did not connect this with moving till some time afterwards 
as I thought it referred to a business proposition. 

71 was at the time thinking of joining a circle but no suitable opening 
occurred. 

I did not in fact join a training circle till the winter of 1919-20 in London 
and my wife and I only left that when it was time for us to return to Canada. 
Joining the latter circle had no connection with Mrs. K’s suggestion. 

8 On April 19th, 1918, I was. asked to lend (really to give) a friend fifty 
dollars, which I did. The request was quite unexpected. 


PF 
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You will have more money next week than this week.° 

Have you any friends in England? I get ALBERT and 
HAROLD with you. 

Can you place a MABEL?" 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. “ And ‘ Gertie.’” 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. “ There is a letter coming which will tell you about 
them all. 

I see a lady writing to you."’ She is slightly built and fair. She 
has a swelling at the right side of her neck. I see two letters in 
one envelope. 

Have you a William in spirit life?” 

Self. ‘“ Yes” (my Father.) 

Mrs. K. “I see an old lady, short and rather stout. She was in 
a big building before she passed out (a hospital). She did not 
recover.’* 

Have you a pain over you right eye? It is not your pain. It is 
someone else’s. You are very sensitive that way. 

Self. I have no pain, but my wife has trouble with her eyes. 

Mrs. K. Perhaps it is her pain. 

Is there a little boy in your surroundings? '* 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. Is he four or five? 

Self. Between four and five. 

Mrs. K. I feel his throat is bad, I feel swellings here (indi- 
cating the glands under the chin.) He has been operated upon lately. 


®On April 23rd, 1918, I received a letter from England, dated April 2nd 
and posted April 8th, containing the news that my wife’s old home, in which 
she had an interest, was sold. It had been on the market for eight years. 

107 have known people by these names, but who has not? The only 
name with any significance is that of my father. 

11 This is a fair description of a sister-in-law who often writes to me 
from England, except for the swelling. Another sister-in-law, who some- 
times writes, has a swelling on the lower part of the neck, but she is tall and 
of medium complexion. 

12 This description is insufficient for placing the connection. 

13 My adopted son. He had an enlarged thyroid gland. He underwent 
an operation in which his tonsils and a small adenoid were removed on March 
23rd, 1918. 

He died of an affection of the throat and lungs on January Ist, 1919. 
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(Here Mrs. K. got a bad fit of coughing.) 
Mrs. K. Things will improve for you from now on. 


Meeting April 4th, 1918. 


Mrs. K. There is a relation of your better-half coming into your 
surroundings (coming out to you). Do you recognize EDITH?** 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. Your better half should be careful of her chest. She 
needs to be a little careful. There is some friend of hers who tells 
her she is not looking as well as she was, and that depresses her. 
Had she an illness a year ago? 

Self. Not a serious one. 

Mrs. K. She stays around indoors too much. You tell her she 
ought to go out more and pretend to drag her out. She ought to 
get more fresh air and good exercise."® 

You will change your work from one building to another and it 
will be better for you. Both buildings are under the same firm. 
Don’t you go to them about it. Let them come to you."® 

You are inspirational. You can sometimes string words together 
into poetry. That is because there is a spirit in your surroundings 
that inspires you. When inspirations come write them down in 
a book. 

I see copying something out of a book and cutting a piece out 
of a paper. You pin the two together and send them away in a 
letter. You mark the paper with crosses. 


Meeting April oth, 1920. 


Mrs. K. You are very psychic. You draw the spirits for those 
you meet as you go about your daily affairs. You ought to be stand- 
ing here giving out messages. 


14] have a sister-in-law Edith, residing in England, but she has never 
yet visited us in Canada. 

During the meeting I was thinking of a lady named Edith whom I had 
met in Toronto, and who was then living in the State of Michigan. 

15] have frequently advised my wife to take more outdoor exercise. She 
was laid up with a bad cold about this time and I was a little anxious 
about her. 

16 At the time I expected to move my private office from one part of the 
factory to another, but the change was not made. 
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Don’t sit in a large circle to train, they will draw on you too 
much. 

You have healing power too. 

Is there someone ill in your home? ** I feel my head so bad. 

There is a little boy in your home is there not? Has his throat 
been bad? Does it make his voice thick? The best thing for his 
throat is rubbing. Always rub it downwards and outwards. 

There is a lady visiting your home.’* She ought not really to 
have come. They did not want her, but she said (to herself), “I 
have my grip packed and it is only a short visit anyway.” She was 
to have come before, but something occurred to prevent her. 

Is there anyone in your surroundings with a sore foot? ?® 

Self. Yes, there was but I think it is better. 

Mrs. K. A seam in the boot rubbed it. It got very much in- 
flamed. 

Now I want to go back with you to when you were a child. 
Did you fall and hurt your head? *° 

Self. Yes, once or twice. 

Mrs. K. When you were fourteen you passed a serious crisis. 
Your life goes in periods of seven years.** When you were twenty- 





17 See messages and notes of April 2nd and 4th. 

18 There was such a visitor staying with my wife at the time. She was 
at first invited for Easter which would have been a more convenient season 
to entertain her. 

19 A friend had had a slight trouble, as described a few weeks previously. 

20T had some bad falls, three at least, before I was five years old. My 
temples are not quite symmetrical, but I cannot say if this is natural or the 
result of a fall. 

21 After the meeting I drew up the following table of dates. All the 
events mentioned have had an important influence upon the course of my life. 

1875 Born. 

1882 I have no recolleection of any important change. 

1889 I nearly poisoned myself with chemicals. 

1896 I wished to get married but my Father thought I was too young. 
I have since then seen but little of the girl upon whom I had set my heart. 

1903 In this year I was first troubled with hay fever, a complaint that 
has caused me great annoyance ever since. 

1910 I began to invest my money in real estate. These investments 
have since considerably affected my manner of life. 

1917. My Father died. This was the first break in my own family circle. 

I first read Raymond or Life and Death, by Sir Oliver Lodge and the 
reading of it changed my attitude of mind towards the future. 
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one you wanted to do something and they would not let you. You 
had to give in to them and take another course. 

Self. Quite true. 

Mrs. K. That twelve is alright.2* I would accept that twelve. 
I am speaking of money now. 

I see two letters coming for you. There is another letter en- 
closed in the second envelope. There will be a third letter, quite a 
big packet with papers in it which you will look over and return.** 

Do you know a MARIAN a long way from here? 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. Do you know a tall fair man named JACK? 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. He is tall and fair and with him isa JANE. You will 
hear from him and it will be a big surprise to you. 

A telegram is coming to tell you to go to a small town near here.** 

Self. In Ontario? 

Mrs. K. Yes in Ontario. I see you packing your suitcase in a 
hurry. Were you expecting a telegram? 

Self. No. 


Meeting April rith, rgr8. 


Mrs. K. I see Edward ** near you, in spirit, a very bright spirit. 
| also see a veteran in a peculiar uniform. It is blue. 





22 About this time my wife bought a second hand incubator for twelve 
dollars. She wrote to tell me of it afterwards. 


23 Almost every week I get a letter from my Mother enclosing a letter 
to her from one of my sisters. 

On Thursday, April 11th, I received a letter from my wife, posted the day 
of the meeting, enclosing the prospectus of the company referred to at the 


meeting of March 28th. I looked it over and returned it 


with some 
criticisms. 


247 never received a telegram telling me to go to a small town in 
Ontario. At the end of July, 1918, I got a telegram asking me to go to the 
small town of Shawinigan Falls, Quebec, which I did. 


25 Ed. was mentioned by Mrs. K. on March 28th. Several other mediums 


have mentioned and described this personality to me. 
with anyone I have known. 


Il cannot connect it 
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Self. Is it naval? *° 

Mrs. K. Yes, naval. He has medals on his breast and a wide 
felt hat. There is also someone connected with you following the 
sea now. I have to go to Australia and New Zealand. He is send- 
ing a paper to you for you to sign. It will be to your advantage. 

Have you lost something out of your pocket through a hole in it? 
Do you carry a lucky coin? ** 

Self. No, but I have at different times lost things through holes 
in my pockets. 

Mrs. K. Is there a watch coming to you? ** 

Self. Yes, I was thinking of writing for it today. 

Mrs. K. Well there has been some trouble about it, but you will 
get it in the end. 

Don’t sit in a big circle. Always sit at the same time. Keep 
regular appointments with your spirit friends. 

Sit in the rocking chair by the curtain.*° 

Self. I don’t understand. I have no rocking chair, but I am 
going to move my rooms. 


Mrs. K. I see the chair and the curtain moving. ‘May be it is 
a cabinet. You will understand. 


Meeting April 16th, 1918. 
Mrs. K. Do you know a BERT?* It may be ALBERT but 


“61 have no close friends or relations following the sea as a profession. 
An ancestor of my wife was captain of a ship sailing from England to the 
West Indies. A cousin of my own was formerly first officer of a steamer 
plying on the west coast of South America. = 

I have myself visited Australia and New Zealand. 

I am fond of the sea and have sailed upon it a good deal. On the way 
to this meeting I recited to myself two sea poems to pass the time. 

“71 do not place this. 


28 My Mother proposed to send me my Father’s watch and chain from 
England. I asked her at first to delay doing so till the mails were following 
more certain. However, I did have them sent to me about July 6th. 

29 T had just engaged a new room. I did not think that there was a rock- 
ing chair in it, but when I took possession, four days later, I found that 
there was a small one standing by the window curtain. 

For several weeks I sat in it for twenty minutes every evening before 
dinner. I usually fell asleep. 

30] have been given this name by several mediums, and always in con- 
nection with the sea. In July, 1920, at a trumpet séance in the United States, 
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I get BERT. He is at sea. ] have to go to New Zealand and Aus- 
tralia. He has a lot of information for you. 

Do you know a Frances? She is not here. She is across the 
water. She has information for you. 

You are patiently waiting for a business change.*' It will come 
and be a good thing for you. A GEORGE will have to do with the 
change. 

Is there a Charlie in your business surroundings? He is rather 
on the dark side.** 

Have you an ALICE connected with you? ** 

Self. Yes, my sister. 

Mrs. K. She is not here. 

Self. No, but she is in Canada. 

Mrs. K. I see them coming this way. (My sister and her 
family.) Did you write them a card? 

Self. Not for a long time. 

Mrs. K. Well I see a card passing between you in one direction 
or the other. 

Have you a little boy between four and five? ** 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. He is full of energy is not he? 

Self. Yes. 


with a young medium whom I had only met a few days previously, I was 
spoken to by a personality giving the name BERT. He mentioned Plymouth 
and the ship MAJESTIC, and said he passed out in 1915. I made enquiries 
and found that a battleship called the MAJESTIC was torpedoed in the 
Dardanelles on May 27th, 1915. 

31] was then hoping for a change as I had not got enough to do. 

In May, 1918, I was in correspondence with a Mr. George about work in 
the United States. In July I went to Shawinigan Falls to take the place 
of a man whose Christian name is George. 

32 This name was also mentioned on April 2nd. I had at this time an 
assistant whose first name is Charles. He is “rather on the dark side.” 

33 My sister and her husband live in Nova Scotia. They visited us at 
St. Annes in 1912, but not since. There is talk of their moving to this 
neighborhood next year. I spent the Christmas of 1917 and of 1918 at their 
home. 

34 This description is accurate, but refer to the notes of April 2nd. 

I learned afterwards that my wife had given him an old watch of hers 
to play with. 

He died when he was five years old. 
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Mrs. K. He had an operation lately. 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. He got well again very quickly through your prayers 
and good wishes. 

I think that he is very clever mechanically. He wants to see 
inside everything he has and to get to know all about it. Did he 
have an old watch of yours to play with? 

Self. Possibly. I am not sure. He wanted to see inside my 
watch when he was sick. 

Mrs. K. Did anyone tell you to be careful of him when he 1s 
seven? 

Self. I don’t know. They may have told my wife. 

Mrs. K. Well don’t trouble about it. It is no use looking too 
far ahead. 

You yourself travel a great deal in dreams and see a lot of 
strange places. Your soul travels and passes over the house tops 
and trees. 

You sleep and dream and wake up and sleep and dream the 
same thing again. You see things very clearly in dreams. 

Did someone give you a ring to get mended? * 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. I see a ring with four stones. An end stone and one 
of the others are loose. I can’t see what the stones are. 


Meeting April 23rd. 


Mrs. K. I have to goa long way with you to a place where there 
are hills. 

The ground is sandy. I see a man digging with a pick. He digs 
down to something bright.*°) A short chunky, fair man in spirit 
shows this so that you may know the place. You will get a letter 
from there. He mentions Florence. 





35] have been unable to place this incident. Four stones is unusual, most 
rings have an odd number. 


36 This might refer to Shawinigan Falls, where factory refuse contain- 
ing metallic mercury had been thrown out on the hillside. This rubbish was 
worked over to recover the mercury whilst I was there. The district is 
both hilly and sandy. 


A young woman named FLORENCE was accidentally killed at the factory 
in December, 1918. 
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There is an old nurse of yours with you. She is very bright. 
There is Phoebe too. She is a little lady with ribbons round her 
head. 

I see you saying to your better-half, “Can we make room for 
them?” You agree that you can do so.** 

You can pay that deposit alright. 

Your little boy is wonderful. He wants to get hold of the alarm 
clock to see what is in it. I see a violin with him.** He likes 
stretching a string from a chair and twanging it. He prefers a 
piece of rubber. 


Meeting April 30th, 1918. 

Mrs. K. You have been on a journey. Did you have any diffi- 
culty getting off the train with your grip? Did you get off when 
the train was moving? 

It was so hard saying goodbye. Your little boy wanted to come 
back with you. You are planning and scheming for them to come 
up here. I see three coming. There is another lady.*® 

Self. Can you describe her? 

Mrs. K. She is rather tall and slight. She has high cheek bones, 
a moderate forehead and a medium complexion. Some people 
might say she looked delicate. 

I see you telling your wife to be careful how she packs a picture.*” 

I see you sending away a photograph of three people.’ It is 
your family group. I see you sending it to someone. 


37] recall several occasions to which this statement might refer. 


38 The clock incident is probable. He actually did at the time try to 
get hold of a violin belonging to a lady staying with my wife. I was not 
aware of the fact until April 28th. 

39T went home to St. Annes, on April 26th, and returned April 30th. 
There was a difficulty in getting on to the return train at St. Annes. There 
are two Toronto trains and I had booked a berth on the first. The station 
agent did not flag this as he understood that I wanted to go on the second. 
However it slowed down and I should have jumped onto it if I had not been 
encumbered with a heavy suit case. 

I was then planning to leave Toronto, not to bring my wife there. 

I do not recognize the lady described in this connection, but the de- 
scription would fit my sister referred to at the meeting of April 16th. 

40] was thinking that I would like to have a certain large picture, with 
me but I never spoke of it to anyone. 


41] do not recognize this photograph, but I had another message about 
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You can send those papers you were thinking of. 

| see a bird cage with you. Did your better-half ever suggest 
keeping a pet bird? * 

You are going to hear from Fred. He 1s overseas.** 

Things are rather mixed up with him, not very satisfactory, but 
they will get straight. 


Meeting May rth, 1O18. 
Mrs. K. Can you place a RUTH and a CHARLOTTE 


(LOTTIE) with long dark curls? They take me back to when you 
were eighteen, and they show me a room like a mission room where 
you used to sing and play. There is a raised platform at one end 
and small windows high up along one side and a row of texts round 
the walls." They show me this because something you want to 
know is being investigated there. 

Do you know a sailor? I see his brass buttons and a star on his 
cap. I have to go to Australia and New Zealand. I get a sailing 
ship with him.** 

I get the name HENRY. 

ANNA is going to write to you about it.*? 

Do you go in and out of a big building? 


it in London, England, last winter. I have taken several photographs of 
my wife and boy, but | have not got one showing all three of us. The last 
picture we have of our boy was taken in Nova Scotia between Christmas and 
New Year, 1918, a few days before he died. It shows the boy, my sister Alice 
(see note above) and myself. 


'2] had in my possession some cheques which I was going to send to 
Montreal for deposit. 


43 My wife has often suggested getting a parrot but we have never done so. 


147 do not recognize this. 


45 When I was eighteen | did considerable Sunday school and “ Band for 
Hope” work, more than at any other time of my life. 

| spent two months of that vear at Ipswich (England) where I made a 
number of friends amongst whom may have been RUTH and LOTTIE. 
Writing from memory I think Mrs. K. has given a good description of the 
mission room I attended at Ipswich. | have had no connection with the 
place since 1893. 

46 See meeting of April 11th. 


47 My wife has a brother HENRY, who was in France at this time, and 
a sister HANNAH in England who sometimes wrote us news of him. 
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Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. ‘There has been a kind of upset.** Two men don’t get 
on well together. One of them has been rather rude to you. That 
is how it seems to others but you don’t want to make trouble. 

Do you know a Jim? He is dark with a long face and of 
medium height. 

I see you putting papers into a big envelope and sending them 
to your wife. You ask her to check them over and return them." 

I am looking for a place to put the chickens. It is too cold to 
put them out of doors yet, but I will find a place for them.*” 


Meeting May oth, 1918. 

Mrs. K. You will get a letter. It will be a surprise to you. 
You will scratch your head and think, “* What shall I do about this.” 
You go to the telephone but you won't tell all you know. 
derstand what I mean. 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. You will get a letter from Ethel.*' 

You are not very settled in your home here. There is a dark 
man who looks at you curiously. 


You un- 


There is someone who comes in 
late and goes about in squeaky slippers.” 

Was there a little discussion two weeks ago? ™ 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. Going to your own home now. I have such a funny 
message for you. It is that the chicks have come out.** The little 
boy is so excited about it. He wants to hold one in his hand. He 


48] regret to have to confess that this description is fairly correct. 

497 not infrequently have to do something of this sort. 

50 My wife hatched out fifty chickens from her incubator on May 11th. 
A fortnight later | found them living in a big box in the sitting room. 


5t[ cannot place either of these letters, but the following week I got a 
surprising telephone message from a woman whose christian name is Ethel. 
L did not tell all I knew in reply. 


52 This description would have applied to the rooms I had vacated on 
April 15th. 
53 My new landlady raised her charge for my board at the time mentioned. 


54 These chickens were hatched two days after this meeting. 


See also 
notes on meeting of May 7th. 
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is very musical, he will also be fond of machinery. He will do a lot 
with electrical machinery. 

That change in your business that you have been waiting for is 
coming. 

You are wishing your family would come this way for a holiday. 
They may come soon. 

Did you overwind your watch ?* 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. Well be careful, I see it stopped. © 


Meeting May 16th, 1918. 


Mrs. K. I have to come in a hurry to you as if there was a 
telegram or a telephone call. You will have to go somewhere but 
you don’t care about going. You think it may come in the way of 


something else. It will anyway prevent you from getting settled 
here for the present.*® 


I see such a lot of letters coming for you from your home. 


Someone, a lady, is coming into your home surrounds. That is 
what the letters are about. 


You are wondering when that thing is coming from overseas.*" 

You think, “ Well I will send a list of names.” ** 

Do you know GERTRUDE overseas, a very fair person? She 
can give you some information. 

Do you know ALFRED? “ ALFY?” 

You are mediumistic yourself, but you don’t get a chance to 
develop because you stand so much alone and are misunderstood. 

55 Two days later my watch stopped in the middle of the afternoon for 
want of winding. Such an occurrence is quite exceptional. I doubt if it 
occurs once in two years. 

56 When I left Toronto for Shawinigan Falls on July 29th, 1918, it was 
in response to a telegram sent to me on July 27th. This telegraphic message 
I first received over the telephone. 

See also meeting of April 16th. 

On May 22nd another medium, Mrs. B. said to me, “I see you going in 
a hurry a long way east to a place where there is a water fall and where 
they handle something black.” This is an accurate description of Shawinigan 
Falls. 

57 Probably the watch referred to on April 11th. 

58] was at the time thinking of sending my mother a list of the names 


given to me by Mrs. K. and other mediums to see how many of them she 
could identify. 
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You say you will give them that book if it is of any use to them. 
Not lend it, give it.®® 

Is there someone that tramps about in squeaky shoes so that you 
can’t get your sleep? You feel like going and knocking at their door 
and would have done so if the trouble had not been settled other- 
wise.°° 

You do not know what to do with those shoes. You want to 
wrap them up and send them away. Can you place this message? °' 

Self. I think so. 


Meeting May 23rd, 1918. 

Mrs. K. I see a little journey with you. You have not told 
them you are coming but they will be so glad to see you. The little 
boy claps his hands. Maybe you will stay over the Sabbath. 

In a business way, have you got that letter yet about the 
change ? “* 

Self. Not yet. 

Mrs. K. There has been some delay and another man has come 
to straighten it out. It will come alright in the end and be very 
bright for you. 

I sees lots of writing on little slips of paper, put into pigeon 
holes. I see you taking out the fourth. 

I see you looking through a lot of postal cards for one to send 
overseas, 

There is some hitch and delay about that that is coming to you 


597 was then thinking of giving someone a book, and I did so a few 
days later. 

6° This reminded me of a complaint made in my hearing by my former 
landlady about two other lodgers. They only stayed a week and left of their 
own accord. See also meeting of May 9th. 


61] connected the pair of shoes that were not wanted, with those that 
caused the sore foot, mentioned on April 9th. 


62 In response to a letter received a day or two after this, replying to 
one of mine written over a week before, I made an unexpected journey to 
Ottawa. There I heard of a possible vacancy at Shawinigan Falls and I 
went on to Montreal to see about it. 


| had not considered going to Shaw- 
inigan Falls previously. I was able to break my return journey at St. Annes 
and to stay with my wife over Sunday. 
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from overseas. It is yours by right and you should have it. Do you 
. know HARRY overseas ?"* He has to do with it. 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. And BERTHA? She is helping things along. 

Self. I don’t recognize her. 

Mrs. K. Anyway, things are going to be very bright for you. 

Did you hurt your knee? I see you walking along reading a 
paper and running into some boxes through not looking where you 
are going. It is a warning. You should be careful.“ 


Meeting May 28th. 


Mrs. Kk. You were sorry you could not stay with them longer, 
but you said, “ business before pleasure.” 

In a month | see you all united. You have arranged matters so.* 

Has your wife a pain in her back? I feel that she has and she 
says it is with going up and down all those stairs."* 

You will get a letter and wonder why it is sent you. You will 
hand on some of the information in it’ to another person whom it 
concerns." 


68 My brother-in-law Harry sent my wife one hundred pounds from her 
Father’s estate about May 22nd, but I did not hear of this until May 30th. 
We were not detinitely expecting this as my brother-in-law was serving in 
France and could not attend to business matters during an _ occasional 
“leave.” 

64 When a school boy, I hurt my knee by running into a box in the dark. 
I am somewhat absent minded, but I do not remember an accident due to 
reading whilst walking. 

In the spring of 1920 I strained my knee through lifting a heavy weight 
and it troubled me for some months. 

65 This did not prove true, nor did we expect it. 

66 My wife easily gets tired going up and down stairs and dislikes them. 
She has never quite forgiven me for making her climb the tower of Antwerp 
Cathedral during our honey-moon. There is less stair-climbing to be done 
at our home at St. Annes than in most houses of two floors. 

67 This forecast might apply to either of the following incidents. 

(A) About a week after the meeting a friend showed me a very personal 
letter and consulted me as to why it had been sent. It puzzled both of us. 

(B) I had first arranged to go to Shawinigan Falls on June 15th. A post 
there was definitely offered me in a letter which | received on June 7th. I 
told the manager of the Toronto factory that I would be leaving, and 
drafted a formal resignation to be sent to headquarters, but fortunately, as 
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Did you take a pair of shoes to get them mended? You will 
have trouble in getting them back. The people are moving.® 

Do you know a LOTTIE overseas? And a MARTHA? I see 
a very old lady about eighty. She knew you when you were a lad 
and used to pat you on the head. She is still alive. The children 
all gather round her and call her “ granny.” She gives them sweets 
like marbles, striped white and brown. She is small and stoops, and 
uses a stick. 

Do you know an “ ALF” overseas? He is in a uniform with 
epaulets on the shoulders. You will be sent a paper with a photo- 
graph and description of him. 

Do you know a GERTRUDE? She has information for you. 
And FLORENCE, and FRED, a middle aged man? 

During this meeting Mrs. K. said, whilst speaking to some one 
else, “ There will be fighting in these waters.” Six days later the 
first authentic reports of submarines operating off the New Jersey 
coast were published. 


Meeting June 4th, 1918. 

Mrs. K. Do you know a BERTHA overseas? 

Self. Yes. 

Mrs. K. And a WILFRED? 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. Well BERTHA has some information for you. There 
will be a letter.® 

You are worried about FLORENCE?” 

Self. Not particularly. 

Mrs. K. There is an IDA who sends your better-half a photo- 
graph of herself.™1 She says it is not a bit like her. 


it proved, forgot to mail it that night. The following day the proposition 
was cancelled by telegram. 

68 The only incident to which I can apply this forecast occurred in March, 
1919. At that time I took a pair of boots to be mended and I never got 
them back because the shoe menders shop was burnt to the ground. 

69 T have had no letter from or about any one of this name for some 
years. 

77On June 6th I learned that my wife’s sister, FLORENCE would get 
no dividend for the current quarter from an investment that I had originally 
recommended to her. 


71 My wife has an old school friend of this name, but she has never sent 
a photograph. 
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I have to tell you that five of the chickens are dead.** The little 
boy looks at them and says, “ What will Daddy say?” 

You will rent that place and all come this way. Were you look- 
ing at some flats ? ** 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. I get you looking at some flats, upstairs and down. 
You say you like upstairs best because there is no tramping about 
overhead. You will take the one with the separate entrance. 

You can send that ten dollars. You may not make it this week 
but you will next.’* 


Meeting June 13th. 


Mrs. K. There is a letter for you from overseas. It will be a 
surprise. It is about that you are expecting. 

That business change is coming soon for you.”* I see your 
family coming this way for you later on. You say it is easier for 
you to drop off here and see them than to go away down east.” 

Susie is here, your old nurse. She used to pat you on the head 
and call you her boy.” 

Did you hurt your arm? 

Self. I had a little rheumatism in it yesterday. 

Mrs. K. Perhaps that is it. Any way you understand how to 
throw off those conditions. 


Meeting June 2oth, 1918. 


Mrs. K. I come to you in a business way. You wonder why 


72On June 15th four of my wife’s chickens were killed by a rat. 

73] do not place this incident, unless it refers to the autumn of 1916 
when my wife and I rented an apartment in Toronto and spent the winter 
there. 1 always prefer to live upstairs when it is possible, partly for the 
reason stated. 

74] do not connect this with anything. 

7 The Shawinigan appointment having fallen through, as I then thought, 
{ had commenced correspondence about a post in the United States. 

76 One attraction of Shawinigan Falls was that it is two hundred miles 
nearer St. Annes than Toronto. 

Soon after going to Shawinigan Falls I began to look out for a house 
so that my wife could join me there, but the armistice prevented our taking 
one. 


77] never had a nurse of this name. My mother cannot trace it either. 








204 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


that letter has not come. It will come and things will turn out better 
than you expect.** You are not busy at present, you have three or 
four hours to yourself every day. However I see you figuring things 
out to be ready for the change. I see you doing a lot of writing.*® 

I see you looking for a big book. You can’t get it at the sta- 
tioner’s here, but you will be able to get it. It has printed headings 
and places for filling in.*° 

I see your watch stopped. I think the spring is broken. I see 
you lay it down on a table and when you pick it up it has stopped.*! 

You will move your room soon. You ought to have done so be- 
fore, on account of one person who disturbs you by whistling and 
making a noise with their feet.** 

I see those from your own home circle coming this way.** 


Meeting July rith. 

Mrs. K. That change in your work is coming. You have had 
two letters about it already. It is worth waiting for.** 

There is a long envelope coming from overseas for you, about 
war service. It has a round stamp at the end. It contains a printed 
paper which has to be filled out and returned.” 


Meeting July 23rd, 1918. 

Mrs. K. I see those chickens of yours growing big. There are 
a lot of speckled ones are there not? I see them being put up in 
crates. Some man is coming to look at them. You want to sell 


them, but you won't sell the machine (incubator). You might want 
it again.*® 


78] had as yet received no proper explanation of the telegram from 
Shawinigan. I was also expecting a letter from the States. 

79 This remark and that about the writing are quite true. 

S01 do not follow this statement. 

51 At that time I used to lay my watch on a table at night. The spring 
did not break till two years afterwards and then it broke as the result of 
a fall. 

82 See notes on meetings of May 9th and 16th. 

83 See notes on meeting of June 13th. 

S84 At the end of June I had gone to New York for interviews about a 
business appointment. These did not lead to any tangible result. 

85 This is a good description of the British income tax form, which 
reaches me through the mail every year. I have to fill it out and return it. 

86 These were mostly barred plymouth rocks and so looked speckled. A 
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Have you got that business letter yet? 

Self. No. 

Mrs. K. Well you ought to have. Perhaps it has been delayed 
by the strike (postal strike). 

I see you making a hurried trip home and then coming back to ° 
pack before going to your new job.*? 

. You will get that twenty dollars alright. There is twenty dol- 
lars coming to you.** 

Did you look at some instruments in a shop window? (musical 
instruments)*® ‘That little boy of yours is very fond of a violin. 
You will have to get him one. You would like to get him a toy one 
first if you could. 


Conclusion. 


This was the last of Mrs. K.’s meetings that I attended and I 
have not seen her since. 

On July 25th a Mrs. S. said to me, “I see you packing your grip 
as if you were going away on a holiday.” 

On Saturday, July 27th ‘(as stated in the notes upon the meeting 
of May 16th) I received a telegram saying that a position was open 
for me at Shawinigan Falls if I could take it up at once. I wired 
my acceptance of the offer, spent two busy days packing and left 
Toronto on Monday, July 29th. 

Although I was sorry to have to bid such a hasty goodbye to 
many good friends in that city, | have never had cause to regret the 
move that I then made. 


few were crated and sent away four months later. A few others were 
sold locally, and the rest were killed about Christmas time. We still have 
the incubator. 

87] made the following note against this message at the time: “ July 25th 
I received (from England) this morning my Mother’s letter in reply to 
mine saying that I was going to Shawinigan Falls. This letter of course 
assumed that | had gone there. What I thought I was going to do when I 
wrote to my Mother corresponds with what Mrs. K. says I will do now.” 

When I did really go to Shawinigan Falls I stopped over one day at St. 
Annes en route. 

88 This was part of a debt of forty dollars. Twenty dollars had already 
been paid, which was more than I hoped for. I had written about the balance 
four days previously, but I have not yet received it. 

89 | had been looking at some mouth organs in a shop a few days before 
this. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


The Doctrine of the Subtle Body in Western Tradition. An outline of what 

the Philosophers Thought and Christians Taught on the Subject. By G. R. 

S. Meap. London. J. M. Watkins. 1919. Six shillings. 

This handy volume will be of literary interest to psychical researchers who, 
after direct practical investigations of their own, desire to refresh and fill their 
memories with old-world musings and conjectures and traditions, that go to 
make up the classic literature of the subject. 

But for competent investigators at first hand, and for “chosen witnesses ” 
(Acts x:41), the method which in our modern universities is denominated 
“laboratory work,” is the more pressing duty of the hour—scientific experi- 


ment in close touch with the facts. This ought such to do, and not to leave 
the other undone.—G. W. D. 


The Essential Mysticism. By Stanwoop Coss. The Four Seas Company, 

Boston. 1918. Pp. 144. 

This is a book of some spiritual interest. The author’s mysticism is not 
defined as a philosophical system to be argued about, but is looked at as repre- 
senting the common basis of all the religions of the world. The book has not 
interest for the scientific side of psychic research. The author is not trying to 
prove there is a soul or survival. He says nothing about the latter, but con- 
centrates attention on what is known as the “ spiritual” significance of life by 
which he means, whether he knows it or not, the emotional reactions in the 
world that make religion and ethics. The book is not to be judged by the 
standards of science. It is literature tinged with philosophy. Many state- 
ments would be denied by the mole-eyed scientist, but they are of the kind 
that are wholly true for poetry and literature, but only half true for science 
and philosophy. They are none the worse for that characteristic, as it puts the 
work among those of power rather than among those of knowledge. For all 
who have been convinced that there is a soul and its survival the book will be 
interesting and most instructive. Wide reading and fine appreciation of many 
points of view are characteristic of it—J. H. H. 


Mediumship: Its Nature, Laws, Dangers and Advantages. By W. J. CoLvitue. 
Foreword by Cora L. V. RicHMonp. The Austin Publishing Co., Los 
Angeles, California. 1918. 

Mr. Colville was an inspirational speaker on Spiritualistic platforms, but 
did not do any test work to satisfy the sceptical mind. This book by him was 
probably produced as a consequence of his experience. It has no scientific 
pretentions about it and probably the views expressed are the result of his 
own mediumship which was most probably a mixture of subconscious in- 
fluences from normal experience and no one knows what else. There has 
never been any measure of his own mediumship, nor even whether he was a 
medium in any sense that science would accept. The laws of mediumship 
which he mentions are hardly laws at all, and certainly do not have the cre- 
dentials of scientific support. They may be interesting as one man’s ex- 
perience, but would not move the scientific doubter—J. H. H. 





